A. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2017 


BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM 


Trump: ‘No, Pm not’ firing Mueller 


Lawyer blasts special counsel on emails 
as administration urges wrap-up of probe 


By LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Amid 
increasing Republican at- 
tacks on Robert Mueller 
over the scope and imparti- 
ality of his investigation of 
Russian campaign med- 
dling, President Donald 
Trump denied on Sunday 
that he had any intention of 
firing the special counsel. 

“No — no, Pm not; 


Trump said on Sunday as he 
returned to the White 
House from Camp David, 
when reporters asked if he 
was considering ousting 
Mueller, as some conserva- 
tives have urged. 

Earlier, the White House 
sought to tamp down 
speculation Trump would 
move directly against the 
special counsel, even as a 
senior Cabinet official 
noted the president had the 


authority to remove 
Mueller if he wished. 

The president spoke as a 
new contretemps flared 
over the disclosure Sat- 
urday that the Mueller team 
possesses tens of thousands 
of emails from the Trump 
transition team, causing 
perhaps the most tense mo- 
ment in the investigation 
since Mueller’s appoint- 
ment in May. He was named 
soon after Trump fired FBI 
Director James Comey, 
who had been overseeing 
the probe since mid-2016. 

Kory Langhofer, a lawyer 


for the transition team, on 
Saturday wrote to Congress 
accusing Mueller of having 
illegally obtained the transi- 
tion emails and other re- 
cords. That drew a rare 
public response from the 
special counsel’s spokes- 
man, who said any emails 
were either obtained by 
“the account owner’s con- 
sent or appropriate criminal 
process.” 

Asked about the emails in 
Mueller’s possession, 
Trump said, “It’s quite sad 
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President Donald Trump said it was "quite sad to see" 
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news of transition emails in Robert Mueller’s possession. 
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A snowy owl is seen Sunday on the shore of Lake Michigan on Chicago’s South Side. Researchers are calling this an invasion year for the nomadic hunting bird. 


‘IT’S THE STUFF OF MYTHOLOGY 


Birders thrilled by an uptick in Arctic-bred 
snowy owls flocking to the Chicago area 


By SHERYL DEVORE | News-Sun 


Stopped in traffic as snow 
began to fall at dusk on Rollins 
Road in Round Lake Beach, Bryan 
Ross glanced at the top of a 
streetlamp. And then, he said, he 
got goose bumps. 


Metra eyes fare 
shake-up amid 


A snowy owl had landed there, 
right in front of Hobby Lobby and 
Pep Boys. 

“This is a lifer for me,’ Ross 
wrote on Facebook, alongside a 
photo of the 25-inch-tall bird with 


white feathers that had flown all 
the way from the Arctic to land on 
the streetlamp. 

Though a few snowy owls are 
found in Illinois each winter, this 
season is shaping up to be what 
birders and scientists are calling 
an invasion year for the nomadic 
hunter. 

It’s happening not only in Lake 
County, but also in Chicago and its 
collar counties, as far south as 


Quincy and also throughout the 
Midwest — especially along the 
Great Lakes shorelines. 

Wisconsin has already had 141 
snowy owls reported, beginning in 
November, said David Johnson, a 
field notes compiler for the Ili- 
nois Ornithological Society. John- 
son, a Buffalo Grove resident, has 
been documenting snowy owl 
invasions for several decades. 

“At the end of November, we 


already had 23 snowy owls in 
Illinois. The first one showed up 
Nov. 13 on a theater rooftop in 
downtown Havana,” Johnson 
said. “It’s not often you get to see 
birds of the high tundra as magnif- 
icent as the snowy owl.” 

In Lake County, birders have 
been finding up to three snowy 
owls in one day along the Lake 
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Teen shot dead 
helping stepdad 
deliver Tribune, 
other papers 


planned hikes 


Agency says fair, 
clear pricing may 
draw more riders 


MAry WISNIEWSKI 
Getting Around 


Metra is considering 
shaking up the way it 
charges riders, which 
could some day translate 
into higher fares for those 
who live close to down- 
town and lower fares for 
riders who travel outside 
of rush hour. 

Fares are set by dis- 
tance. Unlike the CTA, 
which charges the same 
fare no matter where you 
are going, Metra charges 
by zone, which roughly 
correlates with how far 
you are from downtown 
stations. 

For example, if you live 
in Aurora, 41 miles from 
downtown Chicago, your 
monthly fare to and from 


downtown is $228 — 
twice what it would be for 
Berwyn, which is 10 miles 
from downtown. But your 
fare does not vary by time 
of day — a trip at rush 
hour on a weekday costs 
the same as one at 2 p.m. 

Metra has raised its 
fares in each of the past 
four years, and expects to 
raise them again in each 
of the next six to make 
train and station repairs. 
A change in fare structure 
would shift how increases 
are distributed. Metra 
hopes the changes would 
make its rates fairer and 
easier to understand, and 
possibly attract more 
riders. 

“We are looking for 
ways to modify our fare 
structure to benefit Metra 
and its riders, to give us 
some different tools to 
improve revenue while 
minimizing the impact on 
our customers,” said Me- 
tra spokesman Michael 
Gillis. 

To look at its fare struc- 
ture and come up with 
reforms, Metra entered 
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The Clarence Darrow Memorial Bridge in Jackson Park is slated for replacement. 


Is anyone in the market 
for a bridge to history? 


CDOT wants someone to find another 
use for Darrow bridge in Jackson Park 


By LOLLY BOWEAN 
Chicago Tribune 


There’s a historic bridge 
for sale in Jackson Park. 

And it’s not acon game. 

The Columbia Bridge, 
widely known as the Clar- 
ence Darrow Memorial 
Bridge, is to be rebuilt in 


2019. 

But before the Chicago 
Department of Trans- 
portation can start con- 
struction on the new pe- 
destrian bridge, the agency 
has to offer the old one to 
the public for possible re- 
use, said Mike Claffey, a 
spokesman for CDOT. 


It’s all part of the federal 
government’s National En- 
vironment Policy Act and 
Section 106 process. But 
recently, the issue of the 
bridge being sold sparked 
some curiosity when an 
advertisement offering it 
for sale ran in a local 
newspaper. 

“The Darrow Bridge is 
an important community 
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In what may have been a 
case of mistaken identity, a 
15-year-old who was help- 
ing his stepdad deliver the 
Chicago Tribune and other 
newspapers was shot and 
killed Sunday morning on 
the city’s Southwest Side. 
The shooter, driving a 
white vehicle, first rear- 
ended the car carrying the 
teenager and his stepfather, 
then pulled alongside and 
opened fire, police said. 
Brian Jasso, 15, of the Chi- 
cago Lawn neighborhood, 
was pronounced dead at 
6:56 a.m., according to the 
Cook County medical ex- 
aminer’s office. 
Chicagoland, Page 3 


End can’t come 
soon enough for 
hapless Bears 


This season needs to end. It 
just does. There’s so little 
left to say. Sure, the Bears 
have officially clinched last 
place in the NFC North. 
But that’s old news. It’s 
where they’ve been for four 
consecutive seasons. In the 
journalism business, this is 
what’s referred to as “Dog 
bites man.” Dan Wiederer 
in Chicago Sports 


wy Tom Skilling’s forecast nigh 44 Low3 


5 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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